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Dear Friend of Adirondack Wildlife,

Thank you for your encouragement and support for our efforts to rehabilitate injured,

orphaned, and ill wild creatures at the Adirondack Wildlife Refuge and Rehabilitation Center.

You have enabled us to return hundreds of birds, mammals, and reptiles to the wild and to

teach thousands of children and adults about wildlife and why protecting habitat is essential to

their survival—and ours.

Now we are trying to meet a new

challenge: saving orphaned and

starving bear cubs. And we need

your help!
Periodically, drought and other weather
anomalies alter the timing and abundance
of berries and other wild foods bears
depend on. During these times, bears
range widely in search of dependable food

supplies. This in turn leads to unfortunate
interactions between bears and humans,
which sadly result in the orphaning of cubs
as their mothers are shot as nuisance
bears. Last year was a classic example of a bad year for bears. Forest rangers, wildlife
specialists and hunters reported finding undernourished bear cubs that appeared as much as
half their normal weight. Even in good years, bear cubs are orphaned through roadway
accidents and hunting. These starving and orphaned bear cubs can’t survive the long, harsh
winters of the Adirondacks on their own and almost always die.

Our response: Create a special rehab facility for bear cubs.
These bear cubs can be saved if they can be housed in a secure rehabilitation enclosure and fed

a nourishing diet that will restore them to full strength as maturing young adults. But they must

also be isolated from human contact; otherwise, they will become acclimated to humans, lose

their natural fear of us, and likely end up as “nuisance bears,” causing trouble at campgrounds

and raiding trash cans and bird feeders until they are euthanized.

This cub’s mother was foraging food from humans and shot as a

“nuisance bear.” The orphaned cub was then attacked by a dog.

Fortunately, he was rescued and eventually returned to the wild.



Bear Cub Rehabilitation Den’s foundation is poured! (10/10/13).

more 

We’re building a Bear Cub Rehabilitation Den – and we need your help to finish it!
With the generous support of the Franklin Square Foundation and several other donors, we
have begun constructing a 20’x40’ concrete and chain link enclosure where 5-10 bear cubs will
be cared for beginning in August of each year until the following May, when they will be sturdy
enough to survive in the wild. New York State’s Department of Environmental Conservation has
approved the design and will assist in releasing the bears we have saved.

The den will be located some distance from
our other enclosures and will not be
accessible to public visitors. The bears will
be fed through a slot in the 8-ft high
concrete block walls, will have no direct
contact with humans, and will be
monitored by a high-definition video
camera with a direct feed to a screen
Refuge visitors can watch. (The video will
also be broadcast on our website.)

During June and July, the enclosure will be
used as a flight cage for birds we are rehabilitating, who will benefit from an enclosed area
large enough for them to regain their ability to fly.

To save the bear cubs, we need to raise $20,000 by December 31, 2013!
We want the Bear Cub Rehabilitation Den to be up and running in 2014 so that we can begin

saving bear cubs next year. To realize our goal, WE NEED YOUR HELP NOW! Please send

your tax-deductible contribution to:

Adirondack Wildlife, Inc.

Bear Rehabilitation Campaign

PO Box 555, Wilmington, New York 12997

Thank you for your support!

Sincerely yours,

Dirk Bryant, President

Henrietta Jordan, Treasurer

Kathy Suozzo, Secretary

Jae Lyn Burke, Board Member

Angie Cook, Board Member

Herb Crispell, Board Member

Mark Laske, Board Member

Rebecca Steinberg, Board Member

Wendy & Steve Hall, Founders
All contributions to Adirondack Wildlife, Inc. are tax-deductible. Our most recent annual report may be obtained through written request

to Adirondack Wildlife, Inc. or from the Office of the Attorney General, Charities Bureau, 120 Broadway, New York, NY 10271.


